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South East Rural Community Councils

Increasing the Regional Voice of Rural Communities

Jacinta Thorley  SERCC CEO

A  member of the Rural Community Action network

The Rural Community Councils

and Climate Change

A South East Case Study
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South East Rural Community Councils

Communities and Climate Change 

We know there is a lot of individual and community activity happening.

But - it tends to be óviralô and led by a few activists in communities.

The Challenges

How do we;

Å Get more people in communities to take action to mitigate and   

adapt to  Climate Change and live more sustainably?

Å Help them to undertake these activities

Å Support the activists to reach out into their wider communities

Å Capture the collective action & replicate the good practice
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South East Rural Community Councils

The RCCs , Communities and Climate Change  ï

What are  we doing?

Leadership - putting our own house in order

Training  - all field staff have been trained on the general science 

behind Climate Change, Peak Oil and their projected 

impacts, but each individual network then had specific 

training. Individually staff are enthusiastic and committed.

Delivery  - Community Buildings Advisors offer energy  and green 

audits of buildings and encourage the management 

committees to explore the role of community buildings 

in leading local behaviour change activity.
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Delivery  - Our Transport Advisors have for many years been 

promoting schemes which are Co2  reduction friendly, 

such as community car schemes, community transport 

schemes and rail partnerships. 

Social Enterprise advisors encourage communities to 

set up community shops, local producers markets and 

Farmers Markets. They are exploring the opportunities to 

support local home business networks and ICT hubs in 

community buildings to reduce the need to travel to work.

South East Rural Community Councils
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Community Led Plans

Little to do with óplanningô in the 

spatial sense

A Plan celebrates the communities positive features and activities, 

evidences local needs and contains a detailed action plan to help meet 

those needs. 

607 communities across the region completed or are underway with one. 

BUT

Almost every community that has done a Plan has set up an environment 

group.
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These environment groups are encouraging their communities to 

develop more sustainable ways of living through: 

taking action to reduce carbon emissions and become carbon

neutral

recycling and resource reduction

local food markets

offering alternatives to car use

developing community gardens, woodlands and  allotments

Really positive activities have come out of these groups any one of 

which could be a case study in itself.
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Blewebury 
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Goring & Streatley

South East Rural Community Councils
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Brightwell cum Sotwell


